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God works quietly through the wonderful, warm-
hearted, generous members of this little hiddemathu

Thoughts on Saint Patrick's. and through its amazing Vicar, a

During our 2011 Stewardship Drive, in November
2010, our My-Linh Tran, Winnie Lebo, Miton man almost impossible to say no to. He knew exactl
Thomas and Joe Hiller shared their thoughts orhow to help a little girl hurting and in need and are

Saint Patrick's. Below are words of three of them. forever grateful to him, the family of Saint Pak&c
and God. We will be members of St. Pat's as lang a

Winnie Lebo this little hidden church continues to do the wodfs
God.

In 2005, my granddaughter came to me and
said she wanted to go to church, like her friendsMilton Thomas
did. So | set out to find a church for us.
Since | had been raised Catholic, | got inctou | was asked to say a few words on what Saint
with the neighborhood Catholic Church and told Patrick’'s means to me.
them of my need. The response was very | was born into a Christan home of
disappointing in regards to what | was looking for Episcopalians and so was my wife. My parents were
to meet her needs. very religious to the extent where we prayed before
Then | recalled that many, many years ago mydoing to church in the morning and then we prayed
son and his friends told me about a hidden churcrgain upon arrival from church.
just a few blocks from our house. They went | arrived in the US in 1989 and, as a result of my
there to ride bikes in the parking lot and play in religious upbringing, one of my first tasks waddok
the woods. | had not given another thought to thefor a church. | visited few churches in the Dunn
hidden church since then. Luring, Vienna area and found the Holy Cross
Now, with Justice's request in mind, |
remembered what they had said those many years
back and one Sunday morning, | visited Saint
Patrick's. | was greeted warmly by Alice King
and was made to feel right at home. | spoke to
Father Tinh about Justice and, the following
Sunday, | brought Steve and Justice to church
with me. Alice remembered my name. Father
Tinh spoke to Justice and told her that she was a
child of God's and she could receive communion
that very morning.

Saint Patrick's, Father Tinh and the
congregation won my heart and gratitude. Justice
was baptized, | was received and my family found vy
a spiritual home. ,




Episcopal Church, with presiding priest, Fr. humble and the discussions we had laid the founwlati
Jonathan Bryan. for our transfer.

Cheryl and | immediately became members. It has been 10 years since me and my family
We got married there. Ola was baptized there andbecame members of St. Patrick’'s and | have never
regretted. During those years, Fr. Tinh and the
members of St. Patrick's have been there for me and
my family during times of celebration and during
times of sorrow. This church is a church of lovel a
we are raising our children here because of that. lo

Saint Patrick’s is different. The members are
friendly, caring and the fellowshiping is rewardiagd
uplifting.

What does St. Patrick’'s mean to me?

Every weekend, | drive my car to the gas station
and fill up my tank with gas. That gas lasts metle

: entire following week. | do not fill up again unthe

lots of other memorable thlngs happened there. end of the week. Likewise, St. Patrick’'s is my

After few years, we bought a house in Religious filling station where | come on Sundaylan
Annandale and moved away from Vienna. My get my Religious fillup for the week. St. Patrisks
late brother, Sam and his wife Pauline weremy Religious Gas Station. The one good thing & th
already residing in Falls Church by then and hadat St. Patrick’s, the religious fill up is FREE.
visited St. Patrick’'s on few occasions. Pauline What does St, Patrick’'s mean to me?
communicated the warm reception she received Saint Patrick's mean diversity. Because of that
during her visits to St Patrick’'s and spoke very diversity, | want to say — Thanks be to GOD as sl
highly about the welcoming attitude of the priest "Chung con ta on Chua." Thank you.
(Fr. Tinh) and the congregation. She also spoke
of the cultural diversity and said that St Patrgck’
was just different from other churches.

Cheryl bought into the idea of us switching Jo€ Hiller
churches right away and tried to convince me to
relocate our membership. However, as
DOUBTING Thomas that | am, | was very
reluctant and told her that we had not been mis
treated at the Holy Cross and that there was n(
reason to switch to a new church.

The “Switching Church discussions” went #
on for some weeks, until Cheryl decided to visit |
St Patrick’'s on her own as a guest of Pauline.s;
Upon returning home, she increased the pressu
for us to transfer our membership. | do not know
what and how it happened; but one evening, | sa
Fr. Tinh at our front door. His visit was very

Shortly after meeting Mariko, | was introduced
to St. Patrick’'s on a Saturday, at an Odeon pmractic
wanted to meet her for lunch; but we’d had a bit of
snow and she was in the church, letting the next
performer practice and preparing for an Odeon
performance on Sunday. Most of the ladies I'd met
were very much into their personal issues and
problems; but Mariko was much more interested in he
occupation and her concert series. She was wot&ing




create something outside of herself, and StWe tend toward a practical interpretation of
Patrick’'s was supporting the effort. At the tinhe, philosophy and things around us- and we study it.

had been attending a Methodist church in

Herndon; which was supporting a very limited Though there were no other scientists at St. R&dric
tutoring program that I'd taken over. | was and there were several at the Herndon church, St.
immediately impressed by what she was Patrick’'s reminded me of a small church I had lowed
accomplishing with music, and the inspiration Michigan. There, we all worked together on at tleas
took root that | should be trying to create one event every season. | eventually realizedas w
something bigger than just me, too. the people | loved, not the sect; but the feelifg o
being part of a group.

I've greatly enjoyed getting to know you all, and
want to thank you for being those people who
welcomed me into their company- and reminded what
its like to be part of a small group of people who
worship and work together..

Things progressed between us, far faster
than | ever imagined. And | was introduced to the
people of St. Patrick’'s at the same time. My
Methodist church was quite large, and while it
was supportive, it reminded me of High School in
the sense that there were semi-independent group
working toward their own goals, and meeting only
to worship. St. Patrick’s quickly introduced me to

everyone; not just to the few people | was Parish Notes
working with. - Our condolences to Russ and Hanh Van Wingerden

on the death of Russ' best friend Bob Boutin, on
December 30, 2010, in Texas.

- Congratulations to Savannah Frizzell and Chris
Kekeris, who were baptized on January 2, 2011.

- Congratulations to Katie Grosse, who celebréied
101th birthday on February 2, 2011.

- Holy Cross Korean Episcopal Church joined Saint
Patrick's on Sunday, February 6th, in worship aad T
celebration. The Prayers of the People were said i
English and three Asian languages, and our Asian an
African parishioners wore their national costumes.
Delicious food was served, and the variety show
Now, I'm a scientist. What that means is included a dragon dance peformed by St. Patrick's
that | follow a philosophy that helps me interpret youth.
the physical world around me with mathematics.




-Congratulations to Jean and Tom Wetrich oncultural and religious differences. (see "Upcoming
their 63rd wedding anniversary, Feb. 14th, 2011. Events")

- The 2011 bishop visitation has been re-
scheduled for September 25th. The Right
Reverend Ted Gulick, Assistant Bishop, will be

celebrant and preacher at our church on that day
and the service will be held in the afternoon.

- Many thanks to Felix Spinelli, Maggie Spinell,
Victoria Kennedy, Ann Nelson and Kim-Anh
Huynh, who on February 15th cooked and
prepared hot meals and breakfast for 50 homeles$§i
people. Felix delivered the meals to Bailey's
Crossroads Community Center, where Ruth
Spinelli and Chris Nicholson joined him in
serving them to the people.

i

- The Shrove Tuesday Dinner will be held at St.
Patrick's on March 8, from 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM. Our
Pauline Leonard will cook, and she will need adbt
help in the kitchen on Monday. The arts of the
children of Westlawn Elementary School will be
displayed. Ticket to the dinner will be availabletlze
door (Adult: $6.00; Child: $3.00).

e~

ml "
- Youth Choir Festival, Good Shepherd Luthera] )
Church, Gaithersburg, MD, Sunday, March 203
from 1:30 to 8:30 p.m. The congregation i§i
invited to join us for the Festival Worship Service
which begins at 7:00 p.m. For directions
guestions, to arrange a carpool, or to provig
support to our Youth for this event, contad
Mariko Hiller (703-200-7489) or Catherine Duba;
(703-207-0424).

Vestry Notes
- Region 8's Lenten Series in 5 sessions --
Wednesday nights, beginning with dinner at 7:00n December 14, 2010, the vestry of St. Patricles m
PM, and ending at 8:45 PM. The series wikhnd:
explore how we live together in a common
humanity based on being created by God despite



- Welcomed new vestry members: Tom Auld, Christate that we would open our doors in the everdrof
Nicholson, Vivian Benjamin, Pierre Chanu, an@&mergency.
Jocelyne Miller.

- Treasurer Kathy Oliver reported we had &
$4,087.76 deficit. However, she has prepaic
insurance on the property through next Novembe
2011. A large pledge for 2010 was received at the
beginning of December.

- Affrmed Tom Auld as Senior Warden, and
Vivian Benjamin as Junior Warden.

- Decided to hold the Shrove Tuesday Dinner o
March 8th, 2011, and to invite the Westlaw
children to show their art work at the event.

- Heard that Tinh+ and Winnie had a meeting wité t
principal of Westlawn Elementary School, Lynn Brqwn
to fill out and submit the paperwork to Dr. Daleald of

the School Board, to make St. Patrick's faith paship
with Westlawn official. Winnie advised that thadels

for Christmas project was doing better than we dope
for. Each child received three presents, each adult
received one present and there was enough money
- Maggie Spinelli reported on the meeting oflonated that we were able to provide each of tke si
Region VIII Council and presented a proposdamilies with a $50 gift card from Target. Winniada
regarding St. Patrick's youth. Justice will start delivering gifts December 21.

- Tinh+ reported that his
- Kathy reviewed what was discussed at the Annudilscretionary fund was used t
Meeting. She outlined some of the big projects. Weeet the needs of many peop
have a bid of $10,000 to paint the outside of the our community including
rectory. We would like to have two more bidsWestlawn, FCS, and Fanni
Fixing the parking lot will run $7,000 to $8,000Mae's Help the Homeles
Cleaning up the overflow parking lot will cost(through the Bailey's Crossroad
$3,000. Kathy suggests we wait to see how ti&helter). He asked us to pray fq
pledges and the budget match up to see if any Elfizabeth Kim's twelve year old
these projects are doable. She did advise us thatsen, Elliot. He has bee
have about $80,000 in reserves with Schwab. diagnosed with Type | diabetesg

(Elizabeth is our Liaison with the
- Tinh+ reported that he contacted the Volunteérs diocesan Commission on
America and there is no chance to provide shelt€ongregational Mission).
this year, however, we will be able to provide food
Felix Spinelli will be our contact person with the Heard that during the month of
shelter. Victoria Kennedy offered to help. Tinh# di November Tinh+ made hospital



visits to Mary Isibel, Edna Rhoad, Sheilssurgery. The Vestry wanted to look into ways of
Henderson and Wanda Nolan. responding to her needs.

- Heard that Maggie and Felix Spinelli will prepar
- On January 18, 2011, the Vestry meeting was leaeals for the homeless shelter on Feb. 15.
by Senior Warden Tom Auld, beginning with time
for reflection on Scripture, and: - Tinh+ had the Vestry look over a survey on youth
program needs that Maggie Spinelli has come up.with
The Vestry suggested changes to a couple of gusstio
in the survey, and thanked Maggie for the good work

- Heard that work will soon begin on a new altaotlal
for Pentecost, featuring a figure designed by Jenni
Phan and painted by her father Loc Phan. It bdllin
memory of our Dusty Rhoad. Also, a clergy stole in
memory of Olivejean Patterson will be either pusdt
or made for Pentecost.

Birthdays

February

1 Pauline Thomas

2 Katie Grossé

- Treasurer Kathy Oliver advised us that due to & Delaney Curtis
pledge received in December, we finished $7,000 % Nathaniel Johnson

$8,000 ahead. She also said that she receivecﬁa Debbie Los
pledge for 2011 paid in full this January. 17

- Winnie reported that the Westlawn art teachegg
Alice Long, has agreed to provide art work for the7
Shrove Tuesday Dinner and Art Show. Paulingy
Leonard has agreed to cook, provided she has helps

Douglas Payne
Pat Ferrufino
Frank Parrotta
Cheryl Thomas
Hong Pham
Liz Nguyen
Basil Mills

- Amelia Nicholson will be our Delegate to théarch _
2012 diocesan council. Either Kathy or Tom will4 Aaron Tingley

be the alternate.

6 Fowell Tucker

6 Sophia Ellis

- The vestry retreat will be held on February Zgl
from 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m., at Immanuel-on-theg
Hill. Lunch will be at the Seminary.
topics for discussion are the budget, how to builgh
the congregation as we head toward full-churcis
status, and how to make our mission statement wairk
for us today. 22
22
- A clean-up day will be scheduled. There is son®®
inside painting that needs to be done. We wifl?
replace all the seals of the toilet water tankshm
- : : 31
church building, upstairs and downstairs. 31

- Heard that a Vietnamese neighbor of Sair;&pr”
Patrick's, a single mother of three children, bezam

Wanda Nolan
Hugh Nicholson
_ Patrick Tingley
Possibleg  pgrendan Tingley

Bobby Dubas

Milton Thomas

Jane Patterson Auld
Thien Nguyen

Victoria Parrotta

Donna Herbert

Bob Cascella

Keith Gardner

Jennifer Phan

Gisela Johnson-Harbers

paralyzed from the waist down after a sping Douglas Payne, Jr.



8 Philip Nicholson

10 Joseph Dubas - Wed, April 13: Lenten Series @ St. Paul's:
11 Anna Chanu "Repentance”

17 Thien Thanh Nguyen

17 Audette Frazer - Sun, April 17: Palm Sunday

19 Savannah Frizzell

21 Cheryl Gardner - Thurs, April 21: Maundy Thursday Service, 7:30 PM
22 Amy Phan

24  Lindsay Gardner - Fri, April 22:  Good Friday service, 10:30 AM
27 Pat Gardner and 7:30 PM

28 Carolyn Auld

30 Cate Johnson - Sun, April 24: Easter Egg Hunt, 9:30 AM

Easter Day service, 10:30 AM

Upcoming Events

- Sat, Feb. 26: Vestry Retreat, 9 AM ~ 2:30 PM

- Sun, Feb. 27: Youth Choir Practice, after church
Odeon Concert, 4 PM
- Fri, Mar 4: Church Women United, 10 AM

- Sun, Mar 6: Youth Choir Practice

- Tues, Mar 8: Shrove Tuesday Dinner/Children's Art
Show, 5:30 PM
- Wed, Mar 9: Ash Wednesday. Services @ 10:30 AM
and 7:30 PM
- Sun, Mar 13: First Sunday in Lent

- Wed, Mar 16: Lenten Series @St. Alban's, 7:00 PM:
"Created by God"
- Sat, Mar 19: Scouts in church, 2 PM ~5 PM

- Sun, Mar 20: Youth Choir Festival Worship, 7:0@ P
@ Good Shepherd Lutheran,
Gaithersburg, MD

- Wed, Mar 23: Lenten Series @ The Falls ChurddQ 7:
PM - - "Seeing God Reflected In Others"

- Wed, Mar 20: Lenten Series @ St. Patrick's:
"Loving The Created
For The Sake Of The
Creator"

- Mar 25 ~ 26: Tinh+ to EAM Council Meeting in NY

- Wed, April 6: Lenten Series @ St. Barnabas:
"Living In Community,
Practicing Humanitarian
Values, Serving
Others”

- Sat, April 9: Trinity School Music Event,
5PM ~9:30 PM



nhiéu tre em nghéo. Trong baim qua ching tada
quyén gop ngoi nhiéu ngroi it d& mua niing "gift
cards" cho ph huynh cac bc sinh,d ho mua thrc
phim, vi nhéu emdén treong hung d6i. Nhan dp
Giang Sinh, nha thchang ta gi qua cho Mt sb em
ngheo -- ba giatinh Viét Nam va ba giatinh ngroi
Spanish. Cac erdd & card @am on. Trong khidi
phat qua, ba Winnie Lebdén nha ngdi Viét Nam
gan nha tl thi gip mot hoan d@nh rt bi dat: ba me
tré vi giai phiu odt sbng ma b liét hai chan, phi nam
udn trén girong. Ba cd 3dtra con lc & Truong
Westlawn. Ba pii giai phau 1a vi b bién ching sau
tai mn xe lvi ba rim tredc. Kho khin hién tai la phi
ton MRl ma Medicaid khéng d¢h tra, truéc nha
khéng co di di cho xe &in tay, va khéng codn dé dit
mua khung réing chandé tip di. HOm nay tdida

£ cung ba tin @iu dén tham ngroi bénh ray. Mot tin
La Thw Myc Sr... hitu <5 lién ¢ v6i nha throng dé thiong krong 8 phi
tén chiéu dién, mbt hoi doan Do Thai co thgilp xay
cau trudc nha cho xeah tay, va Wi Thanh ching ta
s gay qy dé gip mua khung Ahg chan (brace) --
phi tHn ry vao khang hai nganudi do la. Neu quy
anh cti em mwn déng gép vao v¥ic mua "brace" cho
ba Viet Nam riy thi xin lién hc voi toi. Bat ké dong
gopdugc nhéu hay it,day la @ hoi ching ta lamét
cho chinh minh, tkc hién diéu Chda mén ching ta
lam. Ch trong ndt thoang, tai m xe hi dua d&én
canh ligt bai cho not thiéu phy tré tudi. T6i ring
minh, cwéc doi khéng c6 gi chic chin. Trong ldc
tuéng ring cwc $Hng binh thrdng thi tai la thinh
linh xay dén.

T4t ca moi diéu xay ra quanh ta@éu nhic ta &
mot chuyén rit quan tong: doi vat chit &8 mau qua,
va ngoai Chua chung ta khéng titagc noi an tra.
Chinh vi \y, trong céc $Hing day lo toan, cang ngay
cang n ron tai hui, chang ta én ding ki tim sr an
tinh cho tam én. Chung ta cé thdirng ki bt ctr ltc
nao vag moi noi. Ching ta c6 thciu nguyn trong
lac lam véc, luc lai xe hay on dep nha @a. Chung
ta c6 tl ciu nguyn luc di 1& hay & nha. Vao ngay
Chuaa N#t, réu khéngdén duoc nha th thi ding cu
nguyén -- ciu nguyén cho ngoi dau yéu, cho ngoi
than, cho éng doan nhémdi tho phrong, cho g xao
xuyén aia chinh minh -d6 chinh laddng ldng tham
dy voi ca Hoi Thanh. Thanh Phao L6 torit tvé doi
hanhdao trong batiém: duc tin, sr tréng dy (hay hy
vong) va tinh yéu tiong; 6ng nAn manh tinh yéu
thwong la quan tng nhit. Tinh yéu tirong do, do
long hréng & Nudc Troi, co th gilp ching ta lam
theo nlitng bi gido huin rit nguoc doi cua Puc
Giésu. Tnh+

Kinh goi quy anh cihem @i Nha Thy Thanh Patrick:

Thim thoat, tam tin I& d4 qua sau ngay Giang
Sinh va Ngay Hin Linh. Ning 4m d4 hit dau tro lai,
ching miy chbc ching ta & buéc vao Mua Thng
HGi, Tuin Thanh va Mua Rit Sinh. Gira cwc doi
ndi trdi, ching ta tim @i an trd trong Chda. &l
Thanh la Mt cong doan duc tin, noi chdng ta cung
thd phrong va sinh hat wi nhaudé hoc hoi va nhin
duoc on phréc aia Chua.

Mua H#én Linh nim nay kéo dai 8 &in I§, lau
hon mpi nam. Céc bailoc Phiic Am Mat Théu trong
nhirng Chda NAt vira qua cra dung bi day caabuc
Giésu: Bai Ging Trén Nui ¢ cac plrée lanh va s
vi sanh ngoi mon d Puc Kitd nhr mudi va anh
sang. Cac cau néiabuc Giésu xem nin nguoc doi
ma hi la nhirng i khdn ngoan gidp chdng ta doi
sdng tt. Sy day d dy that 1a kho thrc hén; ching
han nhr la ai \a ma bén Ay thi minhdua luén ma bén
kia, haic aidoi lay 4o trong thi trao ludnacdo ngoai
cho hy. S di c6 bi day dy 1a vi ngroi tin hitu da thiy
rd cai phu du @a doi, va tam o ludn ludn ch hueéng
vé Nuéc Troi. Khi tim duoc roi an tra thit, ta khéng
con mang chi & nhitng diéu gia tao va tm thoi.

Trong Mua Giang Sinhua qua, Hi Thanh
chiing tada tich arc gilp nardi nghéo. Quan tamén
nguoi nghéo kid la dich thrc cho ngoi theo Chaa.
Muc wu chinh @a Hoi Thanh la giupdd nhitng ngroi
gap khé kHin. Quandiém cia chdng ta 1a ¢t 1am a
thé quan tong hon 1oi n6i hoa ny. Nha Thy ching ta
dd chinh tihc két ban wi Truong Tiéu Hoc
Westlawn, vadugc Fairfax County Schools cbéng
nhan. Treong riy ¢ clng khu we voi nha thy, va cé



We remember in our prayer:

Andrew Nicholson, Anh-Thu Tran, Molly Saviola, Ande Thomas Edsall, 1Bob Aronstein, Kari Boeskov,
Mary Anne Bogie, Mary Carper, Marie Cosimano, HanQ Do, Jane Chapman, Tim Clary, Dorothy
Connelly, John Davis, Donald DeVaughn, Loretta DOwargy, Archie Ellis, Mary Farmer, Nance Finegan¢ Ni
Franca, Thomas Garner, Luis Garay, Anne Goodwian Jéraham, Canedo Guillermo, Katherine Hafele,
Margaret Ellis Harris, Bill and Betty Hendersond&h Paul Henry, Alek Hensley, Robert Herron, ind
Hogman, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., Michael Hornggihia Hughes, Angelina Jansen, Lindsay JohnsyGra
and Bob Johnson, Jamie Kaplon, Robert Kelley, Qudmball, Jeffry King, The Kontess Family, Wayne
Langley, Susan Lawrence, Bau Le, Mary Catherineel_.uloe Magrogan, Colleen Mavrikas, Michael Mills,
Mary Monroe, Chester Hillis Patton, Que NguyenjckNixon, Keslie Nolan, Edward Oliver, Olive Olike
Irene Pierce, Joann Piper, Faith Poole, MichaalePricdna Rhoad, William Ross, Nora Searle, Bilegi
Irene Skowron, Karine Simpkin, Brian Smith, Candewart, Kara Stryker, Jamie Strysko, Ruby Strysko,
Steven Talbert, George Thomas, Clara Torres, Gebogees, Michael Weekes, Mark and Heather Westfall,
Paula Wiech, Meredith Wiech, Donna Wolfe, PeterKias Chris, Tasha, Mark Zimpel.

We pray for all U.S. personnel serving overseas, gecially Cate Johnson and Galway Thomas.



