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The summer before I entered seminary, I went to Mississippi to work on the Charles
Evers campaign for governor. [ worked on the campaign in Clarksdale, Mississippi.
My chief responsibility was to organize the campaign for a woman running for Civil
Court Clerk in Clarksdale. She was an African American and a retired schoolteacher.

The first Sunday I was in Clarksdale I attended the local Episcopal Church.
Immediately after the service | was surrounded by parishioners wanting to know
whom I was. Once I explained what had brought me to Clarksdale, the group shrank
back and one woman exclaimed, “That’s good, that’s good, that’s no damn good at
all.” Immediately they all pulled away and the only other person who greeted me
was the Rector who had a pained, embarrassed look on his face.

For the rest of the summer I interacted with only one other white resident. She was
a parishioner of the Episcopal parish whom I met at the post office. She begged me
not to leave a mulatto baby in the town for the community to raise.

Unlike Jesus, I lacked the ability to exorcise the demons that seemed to exist in the
parish. As recent events reveal, these demons still exist in our country. In fact, they
exist throughout the country.

In today’s Gospel we hear from Mark about one of the early encounters Jesus had
with leaders of his own faith. It was allowable for Jewish men to visit any synagogue
and engage in dialogue with the leaders and members. The scribes mentioned in the
Gospel had the task of interpreting scripture for members of the faith. Jesus’
teaching impressed them. To underscore what he told them and to demonstrate his
purpose on earth, Jesus healed a man tortured by an unclean spirit. Presumably in
today’s world, we would say he was mentally ill. The healings recounted in the
Gospels are revelations. They occur because God chose to act through Jesus to bring
them about. We do not share that same power. God performed the revelations to
reveal that Jesus was the Messiah.

[ have spoken to you before about demonic possession. For persons who are
mentally ill, it is as if they are possessed. The illness prevents them from controlling
their own emotions. We still have much to learn about the causes of and treatments
for mental illness. In may ways it is still a mystery to us.

But there is another dimension to what occurs in this Gospel revelation. It is not
only about Jesus’ revelation as the Messiah; it is also about God’s creating a new
world for us. Itis an encounter between good and evil. And itis a revelation about



the resurrection of Jesus to come. God has chosen to bring the power of the
resurrection into the world through Jesus and grant us each the promise of eternal
life.

Before casting the demon from the afflicted man, the unclean sprit asks “have tou
come to destroy us?’ The answer is yes. Jesus has come to eradicate death and give
the promise that all people of faith will be restored to good health at the
resurrection.

Today we are surrounded by demons. Many are ones we can help to eradicate.
Racism, poverty, violence, hunger, injustice, despair, physical illness and mental
illness are all demons that inflict our communities and us. As people who believe in
the resurrection, we are called to resist and overcome these demons.

While the task is daunting, the outcome is assured. This is the message of Jesus: that
death has been conquered and the world will be purged of evil through the
resurrection. Yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall
fear no evil.

Questions to consider:
1. When did you recently experience God’s grace and mercy?

2. How have you given or experienced love that builds up?

Bai giang
Cht nhat thit tw sau Lé Hién Linh
Nha tho St. Patrick’s Episcopal
Ngay 31 thang 1 nam 2021

Mua hé trudc khi vao treong gido ly, toi dén Mississippi dé lam viéc trén tau Charles
Evers van dong cho théng déc. T6i da lam viéc trong chién dich & Clarksdale,
Mississippi.

Trach nhiém chinh cda t6i 1a té chirc chién dich cho mot phu nit tranh ctt Thw ky Toa
an Dan Su & Clarksdale. C6 4y 1a mot ngwoi My gdc Phi Chau va la mot gido vién da
nghi huu.

Chu nhat dau tién t6i & Clarksdale, tdi tham dw Nha tho Episcopal dia phwong.

Ngay sau budi 18, tdi da dwoc bao quanh béi cac gido dan mudn biét t6i 1a ai. Sau khi
toi giai thich diéu gi da dwa t6i dén Clarksdale, nhém nguwdi gidm bot di va mot
nguoi phu nit thot 1én, "Hay qua, hay qua, khong cé gi tét ddu” Ngay lap tic, tit ca
déu rat di va ngwoi duy nhit chao toi 1a vi Hiéu truedng véi vé mat dau kho, xau hé.



Trong phén con lai ctia mua hé, toi chi tiép xtic véi mot cwe dan da trang khac. Co Ay
da mot gido dan cua gido xr Episcopal ma t6i da gap & buwu dién. C6 ay ciu xin tbi
khong dé mét tré so sinh & thi trdn cho c6ng dong nuoi.

Khong giéng nhw Chtia Gié-xu, t6i khong c6 kha ning xua dudi nhirng con quy dwong
nhuw ton tai trong

gido xt. Nhw nhirng sw kién gin day tiét 16, nhirng con quy nay van con ton tai &
nuwéc ta. Trén thuc té, ho ton tai khdp ca nuéec.

Trong Tin Mirng hdm nay, chiing ta nghe Macco ké vé mdt trong nhirng cudc gip go
ban ddu ma Chua Gié-su da gip véi cac nha lanh dao ctia dirc tin cia chinh minh. Pan
ong Do Thai dwgc phép dén tham bat ky gido dwong Do Thai nao va tham gia déi
thoai v&i cac nha lanh dao va cic thanh vién. Nhirng diéu ndy dwoc dé cip trong Tin
Mirng va c6 nhiém vu gidi thich thanh thw cho céc tin hitu cia dirc tin. Nhirng diéu
Jesus giang day giy an twong véi ho. PE nhan manh nhirng gi Chia da néi véi ho va
dé chirng minh muc dichcia minh trén thé gian, Chda Gié-su chira lanh mot nguoi
dan 6ng bi quy 6 ué€ hanh ha . C6 18 trong thé gi¢i ngay nay, chiing ta noi rang anh 4y
bi bénh tAm than. Sy chira lanh dwoc ké lai trong Tin mirng la nhirng diéu mac khai.
Chung xay ra béi vi Plirc Chua Troi da chon hanh dong thong qua Chta Gié-xu dé
mang ho vé vé&i dire tin . Ching ta khong c6 dwge mot siec manh nhw thé . Dirc Chua
Troi da thuce hién nhitng diéu m3c khai dé tiét 16 rang Chtia Gié-xu 1a PAng Mé-si.
T6i da ndi chuyén véi ban trwéc day vé sy chiém hitu cia ma quy. Pdi véi nhitng
nguwoi bénh tim than, nhw thé ho bi ma nhap. Bénh tit khién ho khong thé kiém soat
cadm xuc cta chinh ho. Ching ta van con nhiéu diéu dé tim hiéu vé nguyén nhan va
cach diéu tri d6i véi bénh tAm than. V& mit ndo do6, né van con 1a mot bi an ddi véi
ching ta.

Nhwng cé mot chiéu kich khac doi véi nhirng gi xay ra trong sw mac khai ctia Phic
Am hom nay . Khong phai chi vé sw mic khai ctia Chtia Gié-xu 1a Pang Mé-si; ma dé
cling 1a vé viéc Ptrc Chuia Troi tao ra mot

thé gi&i cho ching ta. D6 1a cudc gdp go gitra thién va ac. Va d6 1a mot tiét 16 vé sy
phuc sinh ctia Chda Gié-xu sé dén. Pirc Chda Troi da chon viéc mang lai stvc manh
clia sw phuc sinh vao thé gian qua Chua Gié-xu va ban cho méi ngudi ching ta loi
hira vé sy vinh ctru cia doi song.

Trwéckhi bi dudi khéi ngwoi dan 6ng dau khé, con quy 6 ué hoi "c6 phai 6ng én dé
tiéu diét chung t6i khong ? 'Cau tra 1o 1a ¢6. Chua Giésu da dén dé diét trir cai chét va
ban cho 1¢i hita rang tit cd nhirng nguwoi c6 dire tin sé dwoc phuc hoi sirc khde khi
dwoc phuc sinh.

HoOm nay ching ta bi bao viy b&i ma quy. Ching ta c6 thé gitp nhiéu nguoi diét trir
chung.

Phéan biét chung tdc, nghéo déi, bao luc, do6i kém, bat cong, tuyét vong, bénh tat thé
chat va tinh than

déu la nhirng con quy gay ra cho cong dong va ching ta. La nhirng nguwoi tin twdng
vao

sw sdng lai, ching ta dwoc kéu goi dé chdng lai va chién thiang nhirng con quy nay.
Trong khi nhiém vu khé khan, két qua dwoc dam bao. Pay la thong diép cua Chua
Giésu:



cai chét dang dwoc chinh phuc va thé gidi sé thoat khoi cai c thong qua sw phuc
sinh. Ving, méc du to6i di qua thung liing cia bong toi cia sw chét, toi sé khong so
diéu ac.

Cac ciu héi can xem xét:

1. Gan day, ban c6 cdm nghiém dwoc 4n dién va long thuwong x6t cia Dirc Chua Troi
khong, khi nao?

2. Ban da cho hodc trai qua tinh yéu nhw thé nao?



